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THE MEDITERRANEAN STATEMENT:

a Call for Action to Save the Mediterranean — the World’s most Overfished Sea

We, members of the international science community, want to raise attention about the
severe fisheries and environmental crisis in the Mediterranean Sea, a region considered to be
the most overfished in the world?.

The European Union (EU) has a major responsibility for this alarming environmental situation
as it is the main fishing actor in terms of volume, fleet size, and capacity. Almost 90% of
assessed stocks exclusively under EU competence are overfished, with an average exploitation
rate that is 2.3 times higher than sustainable levels?.

To overcome this bleak situation, the EU must adopt ambitious multiannual plans (MAPs),
created under the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), that truly reform fisheries in the region and
respond to the challenges it has faced for decades. To that end, it is critical that the Western
Mediterranean MAP for demersal fisheries strictly follow scientific advice to restore and
maintain stocks above biomass levels capable of producing maximum sustainable yield (MSY)
and tackle the negative impacts of fisheries on marine ecosystems. Pursuant to commitments
set under the CFP, the MSY exploitation rate for all stocks must be achieved by no later than
2020.

In this sense, it is of particular relevance to restrict the use of the most destructive and
unselective gears in the region — bottom trawls. This type of fishing gear is responsible for the
bulk of discards (more than 40%), juvenile bycatch, incidental catches of vulnerable species®
and overall degradation of demersal habitats.

The coastal zone is considered the most sensitive and productive part of our seas. Increasing
the trawl-free zone from the current 50 m depth to at least 100 m throughout the entire year
would better protect juvenile fish aggregations — crucial for rebuilding biomass — and would
improve the protection of key sensitive habitats, such maérl and coralligenous beds where
trawling is already prohibited® but not effectively enforced.

Additionally, areas deeper than 100 m where the presence of spawners, juvenile aggregations,
and/or sensitive habitats (e.g., crinoid beds, cold-water corals, gorgonian and coral gardens)
have been scientifically shown, also should be temporally or permanently closed to fisheries.

LFAO (2018). The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2018 - Meeting the sustainable development
goals. Rome. Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO.

2 Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF) — Monitoring the performance of
the Common Fisheries Policy (STECF-Adhoc-18-01). Publications Office of the European Union,
Luxembourg, 2018, ISBN 978-92-79-85802-4, d0i:10.2760/329345, JRC111761.

3 GFCM, 2016. The State of Mediterranean and Black Sea Fisheries. FAO, Rome 2016.

4 COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1967/2006 of 21 December 2006 concerning management measures
for the sustainable exploitation of fishery resources in the Mediterranean Sea, amending Regulation
(EEC) No 2847/93 and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1626/94


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52018PC0115&from=EN
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Furthermore, the coastal zone would be reserved for well-managed, low-impact and selective
fisheries, especially small-scale and artisanal fisheries, which have historically and culturally
predominated in the Mediterranean Sea and should also represent its future.

The ‘Mediterranean fisheries way’, under which only effort controls (mainly ‘days at sea’) and
technical measures have been accepted as management tools, should be changed as these
tools have proven to be grossly ineffective; fishing mortality has remained very high over
recent decades.

To ensure a level-playing field and achieve the same objectives in all EU sea-basins, an
effective fishing opportunities regime should be introduced, in line with scientific
recommendations to restore and maintain stocks at their MSY.

We urge all EU and national decision-makers to walk the talk of the CFP legal commitments,
show their leadership and take action now to recover the Mediterranean Sea and its fisheries
before it is too late.
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Spanish Institute of Oceanography, Senior Researcher
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Associate Professor and Head, Department of Biology, University of Malta.

Escuela Politecnica Superior, Univ. de Burgos, Postdoctoral Researcher
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Chimienti Italy Department of Biology, University of Bari, Post-Doc

Coll Spain Institute of Marine Science (ICM-CSIC)

Coll Spain Marine Ecology and MPAs Consultant
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82 Dr. Angeliki Lyssimachou Portugal Centre of Marine and Environmental Research, Affiliated Researcher
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102  Dr. Oscar Ocafia Vicente Spain Director of the Museo del Mar de Ceuta
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